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There’s  more.
Have you started to think that all colleges and
universities are the same?  That they all promise
you the perfect experience, no matter who you are? 
It’s enough to make you tune them out.

At Bridgewater, we know better than to make 
that promise. No college can be all things to all
people. We may offer more than you realize –
a gorgeous campus and great learning
opportunities, highly accessible professors and
surprisingly low tuition – but we want to be
straight with you. We know you need the facts, 
not the hype. 

So is Bridgewater right for you? There’s no simple
answer. But we do promise that if you learn more
about us, you’ll be ready to decide for yourself. J U S T  T H E  F A C T S

• Year founded:  1840

• Campus in 1840:  one room in the basement of
Town Hall

• Our campus today:  270 acres, 38 buildings

• Students in 1840:  27

• Students today:  approximately 11,000 
(undergraduate and graduate)

• Alumni network:  50,000 strong

• Student/faculty ratio in 1840:  27:1 

• Student/faculty ratio today:  18.6:1  

• Full-time faculty holding doctorates or other
terminal degrees:  92%

• Distance from Boston:  28 miles – 
and we have our own T stop

• Student clubs and organizations:  65 and
counting

• NCAA division III varsity sports teams:  21

• Students whose work has been published:  
more than 400 so far

• Volunteer service hours performed in a single
year:  nearly 24,000 (students, faculty and staff
combined)

• Number of degrees awarded in 2009:  
2,100 (third highest among all Massachusetts
public institutions)

Expect more. Achieve more.
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Devan Carrington, ’11
Criminal Justice

When I first came to Bridgewater, it was

because of the great program in athletic

training. But then I explored criminal

justice and found that I loved it, so I

switched. There are many different career

paths in this field, and it’s great that

Bridgewater gives you so many

opportunities to build your résumé.

Almost everything I’ve done here has

helped prepare me for the future. I’ve

served as a resident adviser, orientation

leader, campus tour guide and the

Student Government Association

president of my class. I’m the president of

Men Integrated in Brotherhood (MIB), a

group that encourages male students to

get involved on campus and helps them

stay in school. 

These experiences have transformed me.

I’m more confident, more of a leader, and

more excited about life. I’ve learned that

the opportunities here are meaningful –

and I know I’ll have a lot of options after 

I graduate. DEVAN CARRINGTON, ’11, DISCUSSES CAREER OPTIONS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT

WITH BSU POLICE OFFICER, KEVIN MACDERMOTT

Think you won’t find your passion? … 
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More choices. 
We’ve worked hard to learn about the
things that interest Bridgewater
students – what they want to study,
where they want to go and what they
want to do with their lives. With this
knowledge, we’ve developed a wide
variety of academic programs designed 
to suit the specific needs and ambitions
of our students. 

If you have a goal in mind, we’ll help
you get there. And if you’re not sure of
your direction yet, we’ll help you find it.
It’s a great opportunity to discover what
you really love to do.
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Brandon Reynolds, ’11
Sociology

After high school, I was unsure of my

purpose in life. I started out at Bridgewater

as a biology major, and I thought about

transferring to nursing school. I’m very glad I

stayed here.

Overall, I owe a lot to Dr. Jonathan White,

the sociology department and the

Community Service Office. Through Dr.

White, I found the Social Justice League and

began participating in service projects. I’m

now the SJL president, and I’ve also helped

communities through Circle K (a community

service group), Habitat for Humanity and a

winter break service trip to Belize. 

Before coming to Bridgewater, I didn’t really

understand the global social problems that

are out there. I didn’t think about them. Now

I know that this is where I want to focus my

life. I’ve been volunteering to help the

homeless through Father Bill’s & MainSpring

in Brockton, and they’ve offered me a job.

This only happened because of what I’ve

learned and done at Bridgewater. If you have

the desire to do something, Bridgewater is

definitely going to help you do it.

MANAGEMENT

Industry is the engine that drives our economy – and good
business management is essential to economic success, both
national and international. In Bridgewater’s management
program, students explore business decisions in real-world contexts
to understand the social, cultural, ethical and financial impacts.
And if you undertake an internship, this will deepen your first-
hand experience and help prepare you for success in your field.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Every society has laws, and where there are laws, there is criminal
behavior. How do we decide where to draw the line, and how do
we deal with those who have crossed it? In Bridgewater’s criminal
justice program, students examine this complex system from all
angles: making the law, enforcing it and imprisoning the offenders.
You’ll consider how each of these components influences society,
politics and economics. The career possibilities are endless and
fascinating, from crime scene investigation and forensics to law
enforcement and criminology.

MOVEMENT ARTS, HEALTH PROMOTION 
AND LEISURE STUDIES (MAHPLS)

Today, more people than ever are focused on physical health and
vigor as key influences on their success and satisfaction in life.
Bridgewater’s MAHPLS program immerses students in the world
of exercise and fitness, preparing them to answer the growing
demand for personal trainers, fitness club administrators, team
athletic trainers, physical education teachers, coaches, physical
therapists and more. You’ll explore the science of physical health
and discover the many ways you can contribute to the
improvement of our nation’s well-being.

With more than 90 areas of study to choose from,
Bridgewater gives you many opportunities to explore
your interests and expand your knowledge. 
Here is a sampling of majors offered at Bridgewater:

BR IDGEWATER  AREAS  OF  STUDY
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BIOLOGY

All life relates back to biology, beginning with simple cell
division and progressing to complicated issues of health, 
the environment, biotechnology and more. Bridgewater’s
biology students become researchers, educators,
environmental managers and conservationists, forensic
scientists, biotech engineers and defenders of the public
health. Our program offers cutting-edge labs and
equipment, including the remarkable new Science and
Mathematics Center opening fall 2011 (full buildout by fall
2012). We also have unparalleled hands-on research
opportunities for undergraduate students, all of which will
prepare you for a compelling career path. 

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE

The world of business is changing rapidly in response to
new technologies, creative financial structures and an
increasingly global economy. In this dynamic environment,
smart accounting and finance professionals are in demand –
and Bridgewater can prepare you for a career in this field. If
you have a love of numbers and a head for detail, we can
help you develop the skills you’ll need as an expert in
domestic or international finance and taxation, banking
and investments, or financial planning. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNICATION DISORDERS

For individuals with special needs, education is an
enormous challenge – yet it’s the key to greater self-respect,
self-sufficiency and the possibility of a more fulfilling life.
At Bridgewater, our Department of Special Education and
Communication Disorders will prepare you to work as a
teacher with students who have moderate or severe
disabilities or to embark on a career in speech-language
pathology or audiology. You’ll graduate with the skills you
need to make a difference in people’s lives by helping them
learn and communicate more effectively.
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